
tv« rr**id--rit, satin* thai there exists awreel e^ity
,«f the Metes, that Mr. Huchanaa gave away, ley a

.hiito dath <"f bis iwb, ao i-laad (Vaacoarer'e) ocou-
'

lAa4 naa* mportnit position ttfJ the l**HrJ3 tha».
WB »Lieb b« wants »o buy f -r two h"odred tnil-

r«u doi« to the At lantio. Oar right to Vancouver's

'. .ae undeniable, but it wm situated iu a lati¬

tude »bei« it could Ml he made a Slav e State, whore-

MM^^'A*DE (Ohio) strongly censured the action of

treCoBftre*eeCtimmitte>c as'humiliatiog to tbe South

and repugnant to the start*, He spoke fur over an

hoar using forcible tera» in condemnation of tha

conn'e of the Executive, which Le cbaravterued as

C<Mr'cBFFN (Mo. repliediDdefen.se of the course

of tbe Ktecutive, and said that Mr. Wade, in deacrib-
iatr it ae ct rrupt, acted aa a slandmer of the hx»cutive.

lie also ««i< that the assertion of Mr. Cnttcnden that

the Adeit-istraiion bad abandoned their position by
submitting tba Lecomptoa Constitution to the people
. as not ti ue.
Mr. CKITTENDF.N (Ky.) took exception to the

r mphsrif with which Mr. Green used tbe. words " not

trn»."
Some verbal sparring then ensued, in which Mr.

Oreea likened Mr. Ciittenden to a "Kentucky
rumber, a phrase whicu Mr. Crittenden profess*!
t-.tt*» ..' unable to comnrebetd. After a few words, in
which Mr. Ciittenden had palpab y the beat of it. Mr.
Oreea resurred bis tpeeeh, diaclniniing that the lauds
were in the nature ot a bribe.
Mr. SEWAKD (N. V.) moved to adjourn.
Cries of " Let's go on.

Mr. HINTER Va.) had no objection, if the debate
weald floisb to-mono*
Mr. SKWAKD said that tbey were d -bating id

good faith, end if the subject reached an issue to¬
morrow i. kiit they would close, and if not they would
not. He did not admit the right of the maj >rity to

impose oontracts on debate.
Mr. IVEltSON Ua.) called for a voto on the motion

to adjourn.
MwtiO¦ lo«t by Yea- 93, Nays Si.
Mr. SEWAKD than moved that the subject be

postponed aa the special orJer till to-morrow at noon.

A protracted ciscUM-ion followed upon this, which
ended in tbe motion being agr- d to, whan the Senat i

adjourned.
HOUSE 01 REPRESENTATIVES.

Mr. l'ETUl, from the tWeot Committee i uiiveiti-
gate tla fads and oireametaaees attending lbs ease ol
tbe Port f"i.eiiiug property, made a report fron tbo
luajon'.), tbut said Ooaas iUm is not so fortunate a-

to com« to an agiwmeat relative to tho Cacti. I"

reply to suggestions by Mr. (.'HOW, he remarked thai
there wa« in thing la it implicating aoy member of
ei'ber branch ol Congri. s. He moved that the rep >i l

be laid upon the taide and printed, ami made tbe
special order for tbe 18th of May, whi"h was agreed to.

Mr. BURNETT made a minority report, which was

oidered to take tbe same direction.
Mr. Hl OHES asked leave to offer a resolution to

reoauieMi. Spinner for t unmitting a breach of the

privilege, order and decorum ot tbe House.the latter
having yesterday asked leave to eubmit a preamble
and resolution proposing a Select Committee, of live
to inquire as to the ta< !s aud circumstances which,
under aa order of the Commissioner of the Land
OtHce, Senator Brigtl and Representatives English
aid Koley weit-permitted to enter six thou-and acres

of land at Iba Counoll Mluff Land Olli"».
Mr. CAMPBELL [Ohio) aid it was not a breach of

privilege on the part of Mr. Spinner. If every mem¬
ber vil'fi'd through the public press should think

proper to bring the subject to the House, they should
have notiiliig but questions of privdege.
The SPEAKER decided that the question was one

of privilege.
Mr. Ill (iMLS Ind. nisied the Houi>e to set ita

seal of condemnation on the malicious assault on the
Senator (Bright) and Itapreeentatlyea, lue House
abovld maintain its own dignity and character. The
newspaper attack embodied in Mr. Spinner's resolution
was talse and scandalous, founded iu ignorance of the
public statutes of tbe country. He 'Hughes) had no

ooubt the resolution was concocted outride this
House.
I Mr. Hughes eiplained that Messrs. Bright, English
and Foley made their locations under law, from which
he read, lie said the proceedings of the House were

need fer the purpose of stabbing a Commi-'siouer of a

I,uni Office, a Senator and two Repreaettntives; and
for this purpose irresponsible and iufamous newepiper
attacks were lugged on.

Mr. 01 DOINGS raised the quesiton of order, but
tbe cqstaker overruled the objection as coming too
late.
Mr. ENGLISH (Ind.) eiid he had been a member

of tbe House for five years, and could appeal to tbe
record tc bear bim out in the assertion, that in all that
time he never uttered a sentence re tie cling on tae per-
lonal character of any of his associates on this floor,
and that never before had he any occasion to notice or

refer to any charges of a personal enaraet« r toward
himself
He knew of no law which made it improper in any

sense for a Member ofCoOgroai to purchase public lands.
On the'-.tld of Feb. he aud Mr. Foley, firthemselve
and ci rtain of their constituents, depo:ited in the
I., l rai Laad Office anuuibertf land warrant* which,
were located in open day under the law and the
instruct!.tb of the Secretary of the Interior and the
Commissioner t f the Lanti Office.
He read from tae law and the instructions in proof of

hia assert on, ami showed that no preference had b-eii
given in the location. If any gentleman made the
charge that favoritism in this matter was shown him
to influence his action on the Kaosas question, or iu
sinualed ttiat he ns iofiueoeed by other than patri¬
otic motives, he would denounce bim as a liar, a pol¬
troon, and a coward.
Cries fioea tbe Democratic side: ' Cool." "Hit

him again.
Mr. SPINNER (N. i*.), alluding to a remark of Mr.

Hughes, that he (Spinner) did not desire an investiga-
Iiod, prooonLOed tue charge false. The gentleman
from lndiat a must have been misinformed. He, in
bia preamble, had embodied a slip from a Republican
ana a elip fr m a Dow oratio newspaper; ana the ob
joct of his inquiry was, to asi ertain whether Members
of Coogie-s bave privileges bevond other citizens iu
' Ufering lsnds. If this was wrong, he was willing to
be reneiued for the n ..\ eenool.
Mr. F(>I.KV lud.) asked whether he was not sat-

irlied that the charge in the newspapers was false.
Mr. SI'INNKK replied in the negative.
Mr. GIDD1NGS (Ohio) said that the Chair had

muconceived his former point of order. He did not
understand the Speaker to decide that it was the right
of the House to censure n member for tho discharge of
hia duty.
Tie (PEAKED repUt 1 hat that was a question

tor tb* House to decide when tbey camo to vote on
the resoibtton.
Mr. CAMl'ltEI.L (Ohio) alluded to a class of scrib¬

blers who are lured to malign those in power through
tbe medium of rags, laaapbtaeJl and oil, and referred
to The l>oily Alses Of December to show that that

Kper, published at the expense of the Government,
d charged diiectly the Secretary of the Treasury

with entering into colitis; >n with the clerks of the last
House to rob and plundei the Treasury. He thought
that Mr. Spinner was justified iu proposing an inquiry
into tbe conduct of an executive officer of the Govei u-

DM lit.
Mr. ENGLISH said that he. wanted an investiga¬

tion of the foul slander introduced by the gentleman
from New-York.
On motion of Mr. DAMS (Md.) the whole subject

was tabled.
Tbe House adopted the resolution making it in order

for tha Committee of the Whole on tho State of the
I'nion to take a recess till 7 o clock iu the eveniug
throughout tbe present week, lor the purpose of gen¬
eral debate only.
The House then went into Committee of the Whole.
Mr. J. CLANCY .H.'XKS made an ineffectual effort

to consider the appropriation bills.
The Commit tee liajUBedthi consideration of the bill

grarit'iig jiensicns to aoldii r-, i the war of 1813,
Mr. CT KKY iA!a ) opposed the bill, as proposing to

bestow more gratuities, at an annual ex "use of eleven
millions of dollars.an amount a- large as tbe total
.ipetdiuires cf tbe Government were iu 1825,
Mevrs. I'LAKK (Mo.', ANDERSON aud Cl KTIS

-poke in f-ivor of, and Mr. (|UITMAM against the bill.
lhe Coiii.nitti e tln n rose nu l the House adjourned.

The Fort Sns'lling IguoMiou.
WfiiiM.iov, Tuesday, April 27, 1858,

Tbe report of the majority of the Select Committee
on the facts and i rcumstance* attending the sale of
Foit Sue ling, was made to-dav to the House. It em
tera fully into tbe history of tbe prtxeed:ogs: says
that tbe sale was effe. teifwith such privacy that, ex¬

cept tbe Secretary of Wir, none but the combination
iiiujiediat«-!y ir.terestod had any knowledge of it, and
that the facta obtained publicity only after the con¬

ti rtuatn n ol the sale by tue Secretary of War that no

-penal antbority was give! bim to tell, nor did exist-
it-g laws c< tifer tbe power to sell military post* or res>
ervations until they had air ady becouie useless, and
not merely coMemplated to bsjCOfM useless; that this
legal ocrs'sion for the sale of Fort Snelling bail not o>
curree\ and bcrce was without legal KMMttityj and
that the preliminaries f r the sale were being made
while tbue were actual and threat, tied hostni'.ies.
The Committee show the ralow of the fort a* a de¬

pot, and that tbe price paid for it was below its in¬
trinsic value, and say that publicity for the -a!e ought
to bave been sought ami the land subdivided in par-
i els, to enable men of .¦ ma 1 means to buy, and tinat
Hie sale on credit was not authorized by law. The re¬

port is signed by Messrs. M >rii!l of Vermont, IV tit of
India, and Morris of Illinois. It concludes with reso¬

lutions.
That ta* tai* <>f thr militarv pest of Kort Sorllhi|, aud a. much

cf tba taearvtliua attacked to it at w*» B»«e>tair >ur uuUtai/

porpuaa, atad« c '* . 1/ Jas» :«*t <n l . Ihr aufbort'./ >f
Je Seeiftaiy of W'tr, the MTW being tarn «od now r»-t aluad
under tne »v.ttuwtty of ilia*. Ir-pir'mec*, breaoae g>vu...-y fj»
mjliiai) purpose*, ws* w.lleut ta«) eutSoetty of In», loa'. Umfl
. aid aair waa mad. bv Uw äe» rrtary f War. notwi'l.fUnj.cibi.
kt,"wlrdp- '.I Um «.Bi.lal opinion* of hi< pr-irwaseor, the ft <a.

Jttftra«. i, Davis, and r.ibrr offi'Ti iu BasajeaM military romtnaei.
to ÜM ^ntrarj, aTtÜM-t roDaolti' t aVilaV, witl.O'it Vir a*v. mm
.M at thai h.wlad(» of auf officer in Ihn erraiae of an; rank.
Ii *> in« tLi- question of tin retwtiun i * tbat poit te, tbe 4i*<-rrti m
of t>r ( p.u .- i ra sppoiLtJ d to Blak- th« Hal act to . a at
¦.n Ihr- part <'f tbe Sty rotary of War wu . irin official ftult;
'bat wi'h a kaOwloaYf >f the ft. at »a!'i" Bf K Ml Sri.-.. .« ». .

Mol sr.ri Itru rvati' I d the iBr<pr>rti»re ,,f great raotion an 1
aafJM nl :n n.akini the aair. tbe < of War epp.inird a*

af» rts for the piirpoe«- >iLq<iaÜfi«4. ir.eipeririierd aad in ,::,p»
last mi¦ tbat ÜM provision for, aril the manna-owc. ot. Iba aair
were »o i rg.^.-Ltiy, rareleaaly and lnjudin.<u»lj made aa to in

.ur., »«¦.,, i-aaful < ombir.atlf.n afalnat thr OoTsrnoirnt tosi-
rli.de all ou pe'iur/n, and bring loaa on toe «>o»«rn-
¦rat That J< hu C Matbrr. a«-nt of tbe Drpartai-nt
of War for the examination and aa!» of fort Biply Raaerratiaa.
ttVsl ba\in( already formed a rombnaii'.o for the p-i.^haa* of tne

FortSawUni Krerrvxtioi., sited. In making au..n por'haaa, is
violation of hi* official d'ity and eeair.at the knowl-lgr of tb*

OororaawMt, and that, aa to Ihm., and K.< hard He bell represented
by him a* cl ag< i.t ar.d Steels and fJ-aham. w.v. wrrecornaii
at. d in the sals with bim. witb s full knowledge of thnir .ffi a

' baiarter, the aale of ths fort bn-.l.-g £>«erratioa wm at tbe
ÜS I ai.d it row ruin.

'lie minority of the Committee, Meter*. Burnett
and Faulkner, eey they were aware of the clamor and
denunciation wh.ch followed the eiecution of the
contract of the pale and of tbe harsh imputations caet
. n the Secretary of War, but that it required but little
discernment to detect in this cocceLtrated bitterness of

opposition and press ravings, the disappointed specula¬
tor, and tie frantic exaggerations of the political
pattisan. The Committee were in session during the

period of three months, and examined fifty-two wit-
nerses at a cent of nearly $15,000 for witnsstes attend-
snce onlv. The minority say that the Hon. Robert
Smith, who introduced the resolution of inquiry, when
brought Ireforo the Committt S as a witness, disclaimed
in the mctt emphatic terms any knowledge of fraud on

tbe part of tbe purchaser or anybody else, that there
is not one word ur syllable in the whole mass of testi¬

mony which casts tbesligbtest imputation upon the fair*
r.ers, impartiality or integrity of the Secretary of War;
tbat the witnesses have differed with him in the opin¬
ion upon which he acted in abandoning Fort Snelling
as a eite no longer useful for military purposes, but
that no icuerdo has been hazarded in any torm, or by
any qualification, reflecting upon tbe purity and disin¬
ter* rtr-dncss of the personal and oflicial conduct of the
Secretary of War with the transaction under consid¬
eration, that thirty-four witnesses have been ex am¬

ir,' il ti BCbiPg the value of tlie p opertf, of whom

eight *lily < xpn csed the opinion tbat it wus sold be¬
low its true value; tbat two testified that the price
obtains d f> r it was what it was fairly trottb; ar.1 tbat
i« ntj -f 'in i xpri e-.d the opinion tha* it sold beyond
tavalae. Ths asintnitj sitri. tbty bar* m> diffisalty
ia «\irig that biift the weight of opinion and the facts
largely preponderate against the idea that Fort Soet-
lirg can ever become a city, and they come to the
ci i.elusion that the sale was fairly effected and in a

proper manner; that eoncideirationg of military policy
DO lcngei required that Fort Snelling sboolabe r>'

taired as a poet, ar.d that the property was sold at its
fall and fair value.
They conclude their report by offering the following

ref-oluion a> a sabstatoto tor those of the majority:
Bessered. That the p-rent aali of th» military leat'ivsftoti of

Foit Sti lling having bei-n made by the SJacretsry of War. under
'h>- daiaeuV ii of ths PwaMl at of the L'nitel Statea, In atrict con-

fa lullJ with law, at.'l iLk evidi'lice reported by the feolTt Cnm-
aatttca having failed loeiMkal any fa t or ein iinstain e ta-ading iu
tbe slightett dear' .. to Imp- m h the fainiean of tbe aair, or Integ
lity ot any of tbe offi, r» or agent« of the Uurrrfimrnt OOaV Sftwd
in tbe aame, or to exhibit any tart or i-lrrinnlaure wlm h should
iniike nai »a> a pr . r tutj.-et for the opinion arid action of this
H' us', i! it orni .. .; tlmt the Committw br di« b%rgrd from
fiiith'-r uoawtderatl'ni the tubjt t, and *.h'- repjr*. of 'tie Coin
aahtSwhl laid on the table.

l iiitod stairs Knpn'mo i omr.
Washisotoh, Tuesday, April 97, 1858

No. Alfred tlrahamct a'., Assignees of the Gulf
Itfiilrond and ISanking Company, agt. Henry S. Daw-
son et nl. Argument continued (or appellees, and con¬

cluded for appellants.
No. «'.-Taylor Hrown agt. L M. Wilt-y A Co.

Argument cotxtnenc ed for defendauts.

from New-ITIexlco.
Sr. Lot IS, Tue,day, April 87, 1858,

7V<e Jt'/'"/'licau bos just received li tter* from Inde¬
pendence, rta'ing tliat the Saxita Fe mail, of April I,
arrived on tbe 99d. Jtetwecu Fort Alioion and the
Atkansas Kiver the party encountered violent saow
etcirms, which was tollowed by cold so severe an to
freeze eomecftbe animals of the incoming trains.
The outrages on the Indians in tbe souinein part of

the Territory continued.
William Ciddings,snail contractor on ths Southern

Pacific Itailrond route, bad been killed by Thomas
Smith in an aflray grown c out of a dispute over a

game of billi&ide.
A renoonter bad occurred between Preston Hock, of

tbe firm of lieck &. ,)>.:.,. >. i and a man named Uer-
man, in which tbe latter was killed aud the former
dangerously wounded: he was not expected to live.
Mr. Beck was exten>ivtly connected with the com¬

mercial interests of tbe Territory.
Tbe Santa Fe pspeis say that Ctpt. Man y haa

been overtaken by an exprece from Gen. Garland, di¬
recting him to stop until an ercort of four cimjiauies
could join him. Alarcv was accordingly resting on

the Arkansas Ilivcr, tear Heut's Fort. Tne escort
was bant in obedience to the instructions from head¬
quarters expressed from Leaven worth tome weeka
since.

The Republican ha* received an extra from the
diice of Tkt Fort Smith iArkansas/ Timei, whieli
states that 30,000 Indians were congregated on the
Plains, witb a determination of making a descent upon
the from ii r; hostilities bad commeuced in some quar¬
ters, ai.d the Albuquerque expedition had returned in

conaeqneoce, Tht TimttExtra attributes this move¬

ment to BrighaUa Young, and tays that it It intended
to draw off the troops destined tor Utah to protec t the
(rentier States.
The Republican emphatically contradicts the state¬

ment on the authority of a gentleman attached to tie
overland mail exjiediticn, wno reached here yesterday,
fron LI Paso am who traveled over the country, said
tobe occupied by these Indians subsequent to the
time they are represented to have been ou the rout*,
without any molestation whatever.

üacil. eVnlker'* Trial Postponed.
Nsw-OnLKARS, Monday, April 96, 1868.

(Jen. Walker's trial for violation of the neutrality
laws has been postponed till tbe fourth Monday in
May.
Some of bis officers have been |sunendered by their

-uutiei-, aLd gone to prison.

Dr. Charles ?lu< ka> in Toronto.
TonoNTO, C. W., Tu- sday, April 97, 1838.

A dinner was given to Charles Mack ay last night at
the Ifoatiad House. There was a large attendance of
members of Parliament and ethers. He leaves for
Hi _-land to day via t(uebec.

Fires In Troy.
TnOT. N. V., Tuesday, April 27, 1838,

Tbe lH i st Troy Uxchange, a large wooden building,
the principal hotel in the village, waa destroyed by
tire at an v-arly hcur this morniug. It was owned and
occupied by E. H. Posrell, and bad been re< ently re¬
pair, d ana enlargrd. '1 he building was valued at
|»,0W), and was insured for Jli.ClHi in the LiverpoA
and I-onrieii Insurai«.- Company, |3,000 in the Excel-
».°» Company. The furniture was also insured.
The building adjoining, owned by Peter Long, was

alsoliurhi d; !oes$si*i, insured for$i'sKlin the Merchants
I « mpany, Philadelbphia. All the boarders at the hotel
¦ -i aped m satetv. The tire was the work oian incendi¬
ary. About 1 o'clock,while this tire was barning. another
was d'M oveied in a row of frame tenement houses on
IL osioh street, tear North Second, in this city. One
wa- d. Strojed and I'tln is dau.aged; l >aa about $1,5
raenred for 1800 ia the Beekmnn County. Tasftras
als«' ret oa fire.

Tire at .tlacon, Ua.
At ..i ata, (.a., Tuesday, April 97, -18.

Re n iV. Mills's extensive factory at Macon, Ga., was
buried on Monday night. L->s« heavy.

< anal >a\ libation.
Albart. Tuesdav, April 97, I8S8.

U ater It in all the Canals. Repottt trom all iro.uts
ind cate tliat the entire lire of the Htie is in a b-f.er
condition now than for many vears pant, and nutr ia,;
now appiears likely to interfere with the clearing of
boats to morrow.

Frost at the South.
Ai oi ¦.ta, Ga., Tuesdav, April 27, 18 *8.

Private df-natclies from dff.rect portions of this
Mat.' and Alabama report a heavy frost last night,
causing -enous injury to the cctton plants.

The rather ut Boston.
Boston, Tue.-dav, April 97. 1858,

Weather very boisterous, \\ ,1 hav- .,. i »

hail and ruin here all day.

Fhilndrlphin *foek .barker.
Pail tni i rn: v. Tueday, Apni '.7 h 4

St'i ks advancing. Penneylrnnia Fiv, a, 3.1«
Rending Railroad, 23j, M":;.- t'anai, 47. Ljnglj.mj
Uuilroad, l-l, Pennsylvania Ksilroau,

Boston Weekly Bunk Stntement.
Boero*. Tneadny. Apt: 97 1830

The following are the footings of our Ba::*. Btal
mcnt for tbe past week:
rapiu! Stork.esS.*l-J,7^",D'.itnMh.Barks e.MMMS
l> a issnd l>ia. oi.uts 61.oSS.ia-* tVposfs. .^ 071,800

d,. ie. 8 a.M.7fiO|Ci-.-a: ju. t.nOT.Set
Ui (m oUie: Bauii 7. J03 r» f

THE V. «. REVENUE.
Or*««r ol/ti>e tt Tb« N T. Tttboae.

WiMMt^BTTTTj Apnl St. 18 A,
According to informatitin cominuuicatei by the

IVpmvj Department to the Committe* of Way
ae<l Men/ ., the revenue of th* laat quarter ia aaoer-

tamed, by combining the elements obtained from
tbo Register's office and the Treasury proper. And
to enable a rompariaon of the three quarters of the
fiecal year which have expired, they are a'.! IIWOOO»
. d together in the table btdow:
9faTBMBaT«/taf hr-"-iftt MS f*a Trvuwy Horn '«'» 1. IIT7,
tt Mart* M ia'*, ael-trt* c/ lVarf t'unit ani TVeu.i»»-»,

Q .a.-.- .ti.t.' < t| .«tT-n1 n<
¦tat aa tart si ten.

rrn,r«ltr«i.»l»iT3 7»37 01.257.7«
. ff Ul Laast -' » II»» B»,Ttl H

?A.roM. 296 M W.tSfl 7t

T^4..*3u,M9.ai9 81 Ml i0

Quarter endim
Marita 31. isös. T.tsl

rramC-.rtr.ma.#7,119767 16 OJI.Ml.St yj
SaVaof Pubiir h.i la. S.oai.Ä W l.tHMT 4J
M - .Uateeaa «ad LaeteeataJ
aoarres. 1.041.891 »7 I.6M.691 70

Total.»11.207,<80 81 #».ra\V0 61

In addition to the receipts from Cuatonn for the
last quarter, $cJ,0W,0»>0 was paid in by Treasury
note*, which, owing to a delay in adjusting the ac¬

counts, has been carried into the next quarter.
According to the same informttitui. it appeara

that the following Treasury not.-s have been issued:
Tr ajiury cot*. *fharts! for esta.$5>>4.7IM
T:»a»\:ry BStM aul ta warrant.. 5.5.7,908

Total.»11,082 608

Of the amount authorized by Congress in Deerm
ber. there are nine millions yet on hand, of which
five are now in market, that sriil be absorbed by
the I)eficierjc> bill. The remaining four will soon

follow in the same footsteps, or othera equally im¬
perative,

DONA TIONS To RET* >R TER*.

To Ott FMt*r aj Th* X 1. TrtTnate.
BlB: A brief paragraph appeared :n Th- New- York

lti jiatci of*Sunday last, entitled " KiTtcte of tbe panic
Hjicr.g the daily papers," io wbkh th** editor of that

journal jocoeely roau&eited upon the fact that sune

lialf a dosen repoa teta of the daily pipers had drawn
a gratuity of l-'OO eat'u from tbe city treasury, under a

resolution passed by the Common Council. Inasmuch
as sr me of the pensioned reporters cf the daily press
bave endeavored to make it appear that this donation
was voted to them as a compliment without any solici¬
tation of procurement upon their part, allow me to state
a few facts pertinent to this issue. So far from this
Ispisg trxe, it ismst the reverse. For years past cer¬
tain rcpi rters ot' the daily press, prominent among
whom is the Rrj*,rti r of The Herald, have Covertly
CtdeOVOrtd to extort gratuities trom the Common
Council. After repeVed failures in the Hoards of
Aldermen tad Coimcilmen, last December they reaori«
ed to tbe Hoard of Supervisors, where tbey succeeded
m getting it pasted on the third mee'ing prior to tbe
line! adjournment. It was accomplished in this way.
The Supe-visors were " seen " before hand, and their
votes ocured, tLe Reporter of TkeHerald theedrew
up the following resolution, which was presented, at
ma request by Supervisor McSpedon:

Hrtoli t J. Tl at tha Controller be md b« ii B*rsk] llltl ktl to

Oaw bis wairai* in favor of th* reporters who f >r tie- p\»t year
l.nvs rrfttlarly rsp. -ted the drbstss and other proce.-diata of thi*
Boud, md<f the Hoard ol Ald.riuaD, f..r S».1'" nab, ftu IBS
certificate oi the Clerk Ol thi« Board that sash putiet are tbe
reft Utf repor'. r» i.f thi. Board.
Tbe reoolatioa pass.-d the Board, Supervisor Blunt

alone, of all the members present, having the courage
to vote against it. In the reports of the proceedings
of the Board whith appearea next day, the resolution:
waseareftlly suppressed.
Mayor Wood subsequently signed the reaoiStioO,

and tue Clerk of tbe Common Council certified that
tbe following persons werp the regultr reporters of the
Bi a:ds ot Aldermen and Supert isore:

J,.bL K«nip«toB.N.w York 1 It-raid.
vv T. I OUat.Courier aa! Eos/drst
leha Ain.stroui.Daily Times.
!l«\id Russell i....Courier and Eoquirer
Coretltoi Orwai.New-York Express.
8. Anderson.Daily Newa.
(i W. Datiei.New-York S'iu.

Mr. Davies, a gentleman .'ong connected with the
j ofeoaiOB, and for many years law repoiter of Tut
1'kihi >k, requested the Clerk to erase his name, as
he could not conscientiously take that which did not

belong to him. The otheta presented their claims to
Controller Flagg, who told them that aa the act of the
Srpervitiors was clearly illega', he would not pty
them. One01 tWOof the leaders threatened to aus

the ci'y for tie amount, intending probably to bring
tLe suft in some Ward Court, wnere it would never

come to the knowledge of their employers; ani to
make BJSUraece doubly sure, the reporter of Tkt
Herald and another wait'd upon Mr. Bu-teed, the
Corporation Counsel, and requestcti him not to defend
the tu it, bit to let it go by default. Mr. Bu steed re-

U'lied: " Gentlemen, jour claim is illegal and u'jus*,
" aid I warn you that you cannot recoter iuacouit
" tf law. Ifyou sue the City, I shall certain! v defend
" tie suit." The reporter of Tke Herald waited
¦poo Mr. Butteed aoveral times -uWqu. nt to thia.
and tried to induce him to adviao the UoatraOsr that
theseelaixtia were just, atd be ought to pay them.
The CounstI to the Corporation, however, advised
tl e CoatroUer that they were illegal, and on oue 0000
¦ice, meeting Thr Herald reporter in tbe Controllers
iftice, be toid hixn. in Mr. Flagg's presence, that the
claim wrs an unmitigated swindle. Some of the re¬

pot lets a!fo waited upon Aid. Blunt and request, d
him to u-e bis iaflaCBOO with the Controller in their
behalf. His reply was: " Oeatsoaaea, I can't do as a
.. i t 7,eti w hat I would not do as a public officer,

Fallit g to move tt e Controller by threats or cajolery,
tbe penaionen returned to the C.ty Hall, and went to
wcra upon the CctnaaOB Coaacfl Of 18Ä Through
their it strun.tnttlity the an out.* was added to th-J tax
levy, and passed through the Common Council. Tti
eau.e agency set ured its ratitication at Albany. A-
soon as it had pas ed the Legislature, the pensioners
fell upon the Controller oute more, and as he had no

alternative he drew the warrant, Mayer Tieminu
couiitcrsigned tin in, and they carried off their plunder.
These are the tacts. So tar from the donation being

a rpottancour tribute t" them, they have been bagging
tbe Common Council for it fur years, and ia orderte
clutch it they resorted to every mean artifice known to
the logrolleis cf tbe lobby. 1 ask t he respectable p >r-

tion ol our profession if such Conduct u* not to the
degric 'I ¦creditable f

^ b. Heat t-iva^t, ,\ REPOIUER.
Sei- i ,,k Apnl --7 im%%

bRWEH To REV IR TURs.
To the Eiit rr of The S. Y. Trxbunr
Snt: Believing t1 a! the fair fame of tbe pro: .

to which I belong has been aenously affected by the
late disgraceful peculation of certain reporters on the
Treasury.-already Dearly exhausted by the rapacity
of city i tl'n ;ale. I d- em'it not out of place to address
a ftv* words to you. so that tbe blame may reel on the
proper perse DO. The unmanly atti mpt to drag into
the controversy, to shield themselves, two of the gea-
tleteea coanee-ted with your reportoriaJ corps. I shall
say rott.itig ahout. as their cat-e is 'u-t. aa l vou are

perftci!> c ¦;. petent to defend them.' Th>- Herat i, in
;ts art .: yesterday, attempts to justify the fraud
by quoting aa preeedeat 'he extra al-owante of f^K)
IMde t. the rcjmrti rs of Tke Consrretnonal Globe at
the tent inatmn of each tereiOB, No analogy exiats be-
tWeei tbo two case*. Tbey are totally different. Tas
reporters at Washington are pa.d no '

. < salarv, aul
the appropriation is granted to susUitn them during
the long interval teat takes place between tbe itV
.' i run t.t and reassembling of Congress, thas renlor
lag it unnecessary for them to enter into ether en

gageDient*, wlich might prevent their return to the
capital. But with the New-York reporters ii is en¬
tire y difineat They bave a .-alary of so much per
we< k. atd are bc.tit.d to ; erform whatever duties msy
be n Ut :;,. t *n -.v.';,t.ut resorting to bla» k-mail to
increase, their «... rxw. wbieh is. with but t'ewexcep-
tUXMj Ubt 'ai.far to<i liberal in many cases.

It is urged that they received the as compen-
eat:i ti lor pnvat. astvtoea rend-r.-i to illiterate and
gaoraot Alderrx.-r..such I suppose, as trans, ribing

I ' r ocducting their correspondence, Ac.
It this bo which I very mu.-h question, should

IM City T'easuty be plundered to supoly tli<* defi' -n-

cy of an Alderman's education I thiik not. Depend
upon :t, if an Alderman ever employed a reporter to

perforan tbe dtttiei a'luded to, aa member of the
Happv Family' ic whtch I do not in lüde your

reporter) who represents the press at the regular
u et:rg* ol tbe Board generally in a state of inebria-
tii a, by the b] would consent to act as s> aooluiaster
I a tL-ck-headed City Father, unless he received
ati pie r<.n.uieraikn for the trouble in tbe ship" of a

?1" .. an oy.-ter supper with the et' etera«. ore bas-
at I t chamj ague.

1 ^ave ,-«.-n during a ooaoctioa of some years w.iii
th- press of thi-1 ity a !art:e amount of bribery p.-ac-
tttd by individuals pmint,r.^ to be reporters. I
lavs kLown a certain reporter connected with a

1 t..e largest . in u.auon in the wotid,
'o of pt a i fctaded cace trom a used-up p I
eiaa, t<> pa:-ate :n h:* j »per a gr IS and uniost.liable
as-au t << ma.itte i tl the Capitol, a gold w'atch from
a Tta.1.« lawjtr t.. p«, e nis name conspicuously be-
: >re tie pui>!i< at l » ko B*tu in the weekly receipt of
a -a a;y, vtith tie entrance lor himself and inende
..cm tie t - pnetti of one cf our first tbeatera in this
meUt>tx;i?, io leckre favorabie notice*. I have known

t de officials of the Court of rVanous ta bo tabjevtod to
a r+txAv are! we l-onraaited system of black-mad. ax-

torted in the shape of loans by ooo reporter.including
Id. I ist id Attorney, ms assistants, tb* CUrtu
of Um Ccurts. the < ounsel defending tee p; toaers,
»fl even the wretched oulprtta them»elr<»'; out I did
not «ip« t tr at these t;. principled and incompetent
in: pie* would have been so dartre, particularly ar th»
present tore, as t" t-frr.-r through the Board of AI-
re iren so iniquitous a measare as the one presented.
I have looked at the matter carefully and without
pie ud ot, tad can a.tve a» no other cnolutlou taaa
tba't the $-Ot> wbj ir-tended and rece:Te,| as a bribe.

I blush for try pt>fe*eion when I itgl mvself
mmtMmwmtMmmtmMmmmWmmmam\ RKPU.tTK ft.

EXTENSIVE FORGERY ON THE GES-
ERAL P08T- OFFICE.

AlcKl -' OF THE MTTOSED FORGF.R-DE-
TECTTVES AM) I. S. OFFICLKS ON THE
AI.LKT.

fm Saturday Last Postmaster Fowler of tins city re¬

ceived a letter from the Poet-orlice Department at

Wasl.rngtoo, containing a forged draft for $\0»>0, and
directing biin to place the matter in the hands of the
(ier.eral Agent for investigation, and in the-vent of
his abccr.ee, to err ploy a detective officer.
The draft was dated November 1, Kit. and pur.

potted to have been drawn by James Keeside who
was ma 1 contractor at that tirnei, and accepted by
O. B. Brown, then Treasurer ot the Post-Ottie Depart¬
ment at Washington. The draft was sent by Mr. John
B. Murray, broker, at No. 40 Wall street, to Measrs.
I: fjj| A Co. of Washington, for collection, and upon
beirg presented at the Department for payment was

pj<r.oux<ed a forgery. The General Ajent l*-ing
absttt, P.-tnnvter Fowler placed the matter it the
bandI of Captain James Leonard for UTeatafetloo.

('apt. 1st or.ard, in connection wttii Mr. Cmidwel!.
(lavhkr of the New-Vi.-k Potato rflee, immediately set

al out ferretiig out the matter, and before the lapse of
much tine came arisen m, reliant daring btuii .u

Pearl -'.net. trbo bawl Wfi ten feveia! Isttsrt to W.nli-

iogtcn mcir g fpon the Ot verrmient the payment of

the craft. This gentleman alleged thai ha bal lent

money on the draii to one \\ iPiam Fuller.
Other psrtit a Wtre consulted. and Mr. Kuller was a:

length found at tbe Washington Hotel in Broadway,
wbc.-e he was taken in COttodj by Capt. L»onard, on

Monday eve: ing, and conveyed to the Third Precinct
Statioti-Houee.

Mr. Fuller al'eges that he saw the draft drawn by
.lames Kee-ide on the 1st of November. 1834, and ac¬

cepted by O. B. Brawl, and that at his Fuller's'

solicitation, Mr. Sibley, President of a bank in the
Mi'e ot Georgia, advanced tho money thereon.
St b. equettly, Mr. Fuller and Mr. Sibley became
engaged in putner.-h'p, aci up»m the dissolution of
such bsjrfMM relation, the note or draft fell into tbe
hands of tl e former. W ith the exception of a few
vears Mr. Fuller allege* that he has had possession of

the draft, but asvgied no reason for not presenting it
befcta. In tbe mean titn». Mr. Rfastidc, Mr. Brown
and Mr S'bley died.
The draft Is drawn upon old paper though the it k

appears quite new. Yesterday Pont master Fowler re¬

ceived a ietter from the AHoroey-General directing
him to have the matter fudy invesiigated, and stating
that in February last Fuller wrote to the Depaitment
requeetag information s to the official title of Mr.

(» B. Biown and w hen bil (oriDtctiou with the Post-
OiVk e Beate d,

'Ihe accused was yer-teiiay taken before Cntted
Statu Corxnm-i me: Betts and held to bid tu the mm
of llO.ÜftO.

It is beh.e.ve.1 that there were originally five of these
fo-ge 1 drafte for *."<,'ssi each, one of whic h was offered
es an offset by F. Butler Klug, Collector of San
Frani >cc, Mr. King being a heavy detau'ter to the
Government; Brother was paid by the late John It.

I'ctene« an offset for Cus^om-Hou e dues; a third wa«

ptid to Howland A Aepinwil! by an act of Congress;
tbe fourth hasjtn-t turned up in tbehands of Mr. Fuller,
and relatiTC t" the fifth an investigation is to be bad.
The affair has caused no little excitsment, and will no
doubt, before the investigation is concluded, reveal a

-fries ot the grossest and most daring frauds upon the
United Mati s Treaanrr,

DESCENT UPON THE POLICY SHOPS.

WHOLESALE A Ith'F.ST OF POLICY DEALERS.
At'.. o'clock yesterday morning the winde force of

the Mayor's squad of police, under the command of

Sergeant Bernty, were furnished with warrants for the
am et of a large number of the dealers in lottery poli¬
cies. They proceed* .1 to execute tin- warrants at once,
and by 1*2 o'clock sixty-seven persona engaged in the
traffic were taken into emtody and brought to the City
Hal', together with a »tili larger number of persons,
ou-terntta and others, found at the poli.-y offices.
Hat h of the warrants was based upon a specific * im-

plaict, and was issued by the Mayor. With tbe per¬
sons arrested a large quantity of books of am ounts,
tickets, Signa, schemes, and the whole paraphernalia of
he business, was taken and conveyed to the Mayors

(»fiiee. Of the parties arrested, all wen dtMhajgad,
afnr beirg reprimanded by the Mayor or ( ;y Jp Ig«,
Most of the dealers were taken before the City Judge,
w ho held sacb of them to bail in the sen of $1,000 on

eith complaint made. Many were unable to procure
bail, and wen c<u, u,iu< d to the Tombs, lieconler
Bataard end Jetties WsJsfa tiltpesad of the cases sent

before thim in the same manner. Several of tbe par-
tit-arrested are negrees. Annexed is a bet of t'je
names of Ibo: e taken in cu.-tody:
ttll11Baa Kerrnn. SJ Mai ion rtr~t.
Ait^-rt (! Soj.Ui. HatarieB ettaaC
U. rür cs :. it .M,riuu «trset.
Oai :r[ u SHraaal Ls »bey .1*3 U «u-r atraat
Kkuard AuaMo. Ftilip P.-:. tea aul

i,.,,rir Yi-atmaii.1*5 Dirltion SttBtt
. « I.; t.1.1Z! DlrUi in

Krrjeii, k A. SkiJniors.J^J Csuai atiaat.
Cs^i^d bar.'rii* aLtl Um. Haljey. 3*1 Water .treat

M«r-ha^r':*he.-. 7 \\ eat Bc a-lway.
HtfBM I» ifi r.|M WaaJilnaton ,tr. . t.

jti -re Ohyrt aid J ia< ph Bruwr:.IC) MalJ'-u lau-.
Wni Noruiac, Win. Oiili». Jamct

r, ai,a I r-J Krai.i .ii.l"i WVat Br laslwsy.
F.JwardTnpp.|«| \\ att brvadw^y.

Draal J W Thoa p n. ll-nry
tVjLk. tt Ar.dr» w (iardlei and Win'.
MÜWs..aJübsi... Ii West Hr iaJway.

P-t. r Diu...n.UU M eat Bmadway.
rIiBat. ¦.1H ( Latham sti-et.
»wa Ban aad CaaaeBea Otaaaaa... <t uv,t Br<«im;.

Heary Usrdoer.I pi MiiJeu Itue.
i i »> Ri. iJt. John Tiely David

Ti ultyaMJ :.a k. t. j.Its Weat Broadway.
* SB Doe.l|ii ge»d, «treet.

".'rn r llircbc^ck.iltj Diri.iou »treet.
J. a;,awaaaasa. SB IfaBataa atr-et.
Oilntid/ Kobiuan.1«, Park atir.-r.
Cat. ariteOreen.| | tVaakdaat.tr>at
Nil I alas Ly oa sad Tho.. f..nuolIy lir) V\ e,: Br-jmdwar.
t a -. Kr-f..y CtkBTlaa aaUat and
Eutrsid Suiith.askav '..dl Centre .tr. L

vvn Suoth atd c har.-a i'. vraSK .11 Kim . r -er.
U i*e.! Brown.^gr..jr.j
.'o»fb Br^»L.iru anal .tre. t.
J. hL Walker.124('b '.n b .U<-t.

}j« riry Biid. and j ohn Lee.i.v Canal «tre. i
ihiam Stiuiii. j B <wery.
"Jr»e Day. J Cannon a*raw t.

r dwara BfrConklin. St Cannon atiset.
J SB Unrley and Jau.e. Weyenar i;_ M Jack«or atr-^t.
B >- rt liau.it. l.J7u Cire^ns-i.-b »tte»t.

The Academy is the house of harmony. All that if
tiiel'ifluent ins,,und. in dress; ii address; iapsrfatiBfi

poetry: in the lyrics of Heaven as surg byScsJdt,
btrc-, and laureates: is mutie.'"the food of ljve".
asset then. Dead Kabbititm.Democracy as ex¬

panded by the unwashed fathers and sons of 1am-
n tiru. La excluded thence by the unwritten law of ar-

t pathtticai pbiloe-.py. But that elest;al ab >d« of

aoftaeBSand aweetn<ss has bten jtrred by earthy dis¬
cord. A row.(we shudder as we write it .a row of
tl-mort prone uro. d character, was f>i come "fl la--.

t:ght but did not. The details, ss reported in yester-
day's TitiBt-%r., of the quarrel betwixt Mr. I'llmsn
ani Mr. Darc.e led to the pretence of some policemen
V tie Opera House yesterday evening, and also of

e extracrdinarj-.ookiog musical connoisseurs.bu*.
m cortlict took place. It was conceded finally that
M r. 1 >an ie 1 ad rights as a eitlen to go thither, paying
tot :lit ticket. Tnat covers the whole queetior. and ie

tbe only point batolteth' Being a wbire man, of course

Mr. Darcie bad right-. As tor tbe . e.l.Urlai' com¬

plexion of the case, we deem that qui.e extra judicial
at d beneath nctce. We are quite willing that mana¬

gers should cut off the press tickets in detail, or in

gro-., with or without rea<*oni being given.
*

FORT SNELLING.
The Congressional Invrstijalion.

IlVTEBEtVIll« VBSTIMON V.

The Houee tf Kepreeentet.tea (Jan. 4th last)
ordered an inveetigatic-n by a Special Committee, of
th*- sale of the I'mted State* Military Keeervation
at Fort Snelling, Minnesota, lying between and at
the junction of the Mississippi and Minueaota
Rivers, a few miles shore St. i'aul and below the
Fal's of St. Anthony. Mr. Speaker Orr deiignated
limit Ruroett of Ky., I. N. Morns of UL, Mor-
ril! of Vt., Faulkner of Va , and l'ettit of Indian*,
to make the investigation. They accordingly sum-

mooed and from time to tune examined such per¬
son* as they supposed capable of throwing light ou

the transaction, and Ueir testimony is embodied,
with some illustrative letters andpaper«. in a:i ofttrisl
document of 368 pag«s. aow before u*. We give as

specimens of this testimony, the statements of the
Hop. ROBUST >mitii M. C. from Illinois ami tbe
Hon. Rh hakh m. hiii Senator of our State, tod
brother of Collector Schell of thil p >rt ; tlie latter

one of the sad rein; purchaser* and present
ovsLeis of the Reservation; the former one who
mean' to have purchased the whole or part Of it,
but didn't get a chance. Let us first heir the

lloN. ROBOtT smith
lie Hon. Boaiti Minn, being duly iworn, ta>

iiti .1 to tilt), pr< paratory to his stateou t.t, a copy of a

U-ttet ot the Secretary of War tt hin, and los reply
thereto, ard make them a part of ins testimony.
The Conor ittee ass.-r.ied to the roiiaott, aud the

witue.-s thereupon pree.-i l -d tbe following pat>er...
\\ ia l)».e»«TMi\T, WastaaiasB, July M,

D» »a Sis I amcerely rr«it t that, In r. e».] lein e »I th«>ssbs
? taut :i v Hi. tal u ..>.. in ai.awtr I.i »...ii. >. '.Ik .'! i.i»'.

baa ta»u .«. ¦>.. * d- lay. a. Tin- i> <re« .. eiiba.d, heraus» >

de. !itati.-ii io that .rttar t«i the rtVl f that t.mi had r.-.-. \\< j ie

alt Ut a i.hi u u tttoa wl.n a >ou auto Mat to tn>- la April .a.',

teat MiLlieai ta, th' . ilvh | )ou appals t ptaas to , n»;»»as that
ltrrr was an iuci»pnaili..n ta this f>.pariiurnt U> treat y..u with
Ike tWlltJ jilt iii jihii BaMBttSB as a truth-roan. aud. indeed,
rim- t" a'l » ho tl ink prOft r to ipply br lufotinati. j in r.-fard to

pubtti matters.
I br( to a.aure yru that no such sentiment tiaa ti.tii.-ti.-e4 my

roatdxtet In ths pinnla. and that, if in thia '.ten.a ti.ot th-re liaa
keen aegttct, it was BUtsty iBlatVnttoaal utd a. -id sataL
Tha l»ttrr whl. h you wcta from Minnesota wtt in I. I .

am a.sur.il wat aniwep.l. with tliit-e athtll treat .litterent In
i \ u. ai. upon the «ante .ubject. That yon did net rr. rive it waa

!..-''l.e faint of thta Departmrlit. Iu ir you »rle informed that
I had apprintrd ateute to aril the military reaerv.- at Kort Suell
iuf. under <er*»ln lnitru -tbi.i. and that a pait af thfit taatnM
ti a directed them to asll " all that part "I the ro rve'i.ni not
" ii eluded in tt.y tint to which an actual settler mat hive a just
" ami. athst at public aw istt, aSat itrhaj due soaks in the
principal pap. rt ol the Noitb-W, »t, «f a* arilate sale, in tra*te

" i lota of forty acre, each, 10 a* 'o Mattet p. re in «,| uiuil
meant to i i.n ha«e, or in whole. wWobevsHr, iu yeas theii)
J' djnirLt, may be deemed BBtt| but in neither BBSS at UatthfJB
S>T lOtari acre."
I nder those in»t|oetb:;e, tie aala Was load" pre\ioui to tlie te-

crii* ol roar latter of tha as last., tatet tht rrpottofthe .«. un

U'ttham King Htlaai Leas lata . LV ilUaiataa I \
»a> aubniittrd to the freaiilsut. aud, aft. r mat .1» dtMlCISllaB,
tht aale erb ted hr il.em waa approved by him

Rrxr.-tliiix the ii-iident that deprived y»! .tan MOti alt] to
I teotxts a hi.t.h r for lie preprity, and aatain <-ipre« aii| my unal
ft ili i itsjst at Ilm stlsy In ¦ttfnii Ik's raayly, 1 aaet iha atasat
i I.', v. ry ittptctlul'y" yvttl oN-Cleut servant,

JOHN B. KI.OVU. S-erttaryoi Wat
Th* Heo. goiaai tum, aTstav, tlntata.

CaatL is tubttiincr, >J Letter nut.
MuataroLla. M. T. Au«uat 1.'. UM.

Pi ib S t I bad the honor to r. 'ive vont'etrei ¦! lue Hat
uUbm iutl 1- I waa keihl| i' r thia l'ern'.ciy. Sitte« inj arri» ti

bate, I Live ten. assay per* at io UV vi. batty of toe miiitary re

larva at **< rt m.. ana, who were Setiroatof put. batiut piitiou,
of the land Im ii.dnl in the rest ran, but did not aBott that aim

SSJStl 01 SStBlt hoghtll a[p.'lDt(d to le i. BSt did they |aow
that the reaetve haJ riesn tnld uu'il weeks liter the aale SMiWfl
nit.le. 1 cannot learn that any p> r«>n, sthss than thoae int. r-

SJOti d u. the pureliaae, knew ai.vihin« ab-.ut IBS ttan.a. ton The

Ireliaiher«at, I taink, vsr* ssnsrsl, 'bat Meaara. HaHakell aad
ratlBisn illsinaitViil tuiltilj tt>- true Inteteataof the Oovero

¦'. a:.d itid treat bajastleeto BaaaVtaoof cttiaaai watxttBfts
uv iKjrtiona o| tbe reaerTe by not «tvn i tliem an op|k,itunlty to

bi coOM bhlatws for tho lame. It tUeae lands had he- u advertised
io be a.ii'1 at public aiietion, or by bida iu wiiiniK, tu fortr-acni
traet», tbey w.u.Id bate BTOtHrM fist! tiinea a» ni nth a. t on

lai d ti.it ii ill thr intoiinatioii I Bate) i»?i your Sawntt sold the n

lor. Many of thrar landt tie Warth #1"" |«'t acre, aud no Mat"

.iih rab'.t portion ol tb iu are worth lets than $t& » i a re This
aale U looted upon hete 11 ikut to the Oalphin at) lit, nattl KtU-
BH :e'» adtitibistratlco. tnd will no doubt be fnlly iaveati^a'ed Ii»
the neat ('octree*, and iBSBgk the ia!e may St be aet a»ide. facta
wi be btotxiEl to üilit thai a III p ace Mr»n Hriikeil and East
n an fat bo St viable pawitiOB, and will, I KeaV, WOtk a astto I tt>
Jawy to tba OaaattctaHc paity. 1 tearrel le. plj tall tiau-a- tn.u,
aiiu hrpe ii may not be too late to ortYl tht treat WTOa| VBSek
1 at b.. udtne i., the fetu Is at d tbe OnfawnaaiBt,

I BBte *t« honor lo bo your obedient n ivant,
ROBKRfSMITH

Hon. JoHa B. Ftovn, Ssecn-tarj ot War.

Kxanntiiitum tß Mr. PtUit,
(Question oO*.*. At what tiuiedid you Are', tdireea

the .s#, retaty of War '

Atawer. Ithistkitwai m Apr 1. I oould tot give
the preciee date. I wrote hastily, ar d did not keep a

(opy if ii y letter. I had tii night of a.idrt..i.g t;.e

Depnrttneit ami aekiagthetn to furaiah a copy, but it
vs. so hasty and disjointed sc affair tiiat I hatdly sup-
pottd it baa been pieservee1. 1 Could s'.ate, it desued,
u y in.po sitions of the purport of the letter; aud, if tbe
latter is in existence, 1 should be vary glad to loan
whether my recollection serves no correctly by hav
irg it produced. If the Committee will psrinit me to

give a little history of the causes which induced me to
write the letter, Ihey will In-tter understand lt. 1 would
-tato that I was in Congre.-s at the time tbe Territory
11" Minnesota was organize.I. I had a good many
ft it nde and some relatives in that region of country,
end, a.- a matter of ourse, felt a good dital of latent!

eTetritoy. While ia Csotgreao, I took an hum-
bit part in fixing the lines of the Territory. In 18 is I
first viMttd that regun of country, and. having friends
at Foil Bcellirg- the Indian Agent, Major .Murphy,
beirg an old COBStitDOfit of mine 1 examined tue

country hastily. During my visits there it was fre-
,uet.i,y remarked that when tbe pnperty at Fort
>Lc!!ii g came into ti e market it would In: very deri-
rable. During my whole latereoarae thete, I Ue.*:J
tboaabjeet ba^neatlyspokra of. It was I ttoai
by toy acquaintatces that Mr. Bteelo, l.eiog a very
sharp mac, haviig an ey<) to t it own iltereet, would
buy tie projieity. I,iv reply was, that I pre«uuied
p. t, tL«t srhea the jiroj'ierty w&» loM ev.-ry OM ^ou»w
aave an oMOttuuity f t becuming a pureliaser ai Weli
si- Mr. Steele. So much was said to Be, and s i oftea
was I importuned in relation to it, and being in Waili-
t gtoa at the time the ai t, or rath.-r ti e provis.oti le
troCuced into ore of tbe Ajipropnatton bills authori/.-
infthe .vi refary of War to s*ll such military reserva-
t;ot a as tele no longer required for Govsvaaaoal
purposes, atd knowing aoihlog of that provitioe being
HM> rp< rated it. the bill, though here it created some

liUle .-urprne in my mind when I learned the act had
paaatd. Wten I arrived la MltBoautB very mtay of
n.y ftteiids advised me the j.a--sge pf tiie provision
tn the Appropriation bi.'l, and a-k-u how the jirop.'rty
WM to to Mid. I told tlum 11 did n t know; bat to
tutu h was said, that 1 sat down ai d oddrttM d a leMof
to the Secretary of War. Tae purport ot my le' er

vi as something like tbhr: that I had -sen, by a provis-
..a u ateof the Appropiiation bfllB,taat tlie Kurt
cineIliaa retervatiua aae to be sold, aad I wieaod to
kns »* of lorn the manner 11 aale, wuetber It would be
sold ataiittict in fr :ty acre tracts, by the legal Lan 1-
i Boa subdit i-tciis, c r whether it would tie aold by
b'ds in writing as a win le; that the property was very
valuable, can 'i.at there net ti.ai.y p.-rs.ins tle-re ar.x-

!. us to buy portions of it that fir roys-lt, I would
like to boy a portion, or 1 wouli make ¦ b:lf.rthe
whi ¦-. I am track to -ay that I Lid not believe that I
wir able to buy the whole oi mat property, bot did I
etpnt tc. but I waote.i to provide for aeyoeatla
/eicy that mwi-t an-e that 1 miirlit know the m aje
tr.d mar.ter Ot Selliag, and tt at 1 uvgh: ailvise very
n.aiy fuecds and persons who had roads iaqairiea of
0 e oi 'elation to thematttr. I addrca ed tear letter
to tte Set refary of War, and a-k- d i tm to advire me
el A ton, Ilimoit. I irada mal - of intelli-

giOtleitea. «*ho i sappi seJ, w« Jd know in ref-
er< ri e to the matter of sale, but learced nothing. I
rtttitt'd home early in May. and reeatiaed then fbff
B o DM. 1 again went to Minnesota, ai.d wts there
wly in June. I tecoUeet that 1 I-ft ther* on the 18th

tf Jure. I d;d &"t, at that Hate, gt to Fort Snrli.ng,
but I was at St. I'aul, St. Anthony, a: 1 M...u*,er> -.

1 taw aftix>d u any «tranoers in t e Tijrr.tory.manv
bi Btk men whom I knew. I then :mtu.r'.-.: of every-
body I saw who I thought would know ab- it the sale,
t ut I cculd not le-aru irotn BayOM tnat agent- hat
bt- n appouMted, or aayAhitajtoae ianfenaea 'othe
-ale. It was not niy good fortune to see Mr. Kice, the
late Delegate in Congress fiom that Territory hut I
saw nis brother, wto was vei_\ tOBl leutial With htm,
abo artet geatleaattof peal a, a dieliav

i ,awyer. and President of one f -he Baiinad
('. rnpanits. 1 atke l him, and I asked th- Survojur
Geaertl, Mr. Luarscn. I taw 'imoea number of gen-
tlerren there, who I srpposed would know, a- a mat-
Ur cf course, in relatnn to the sale; but, as I re-
n-aiked, I c^uld learn nothing .n referenc e to the mode
Off msnnertt tLe sale, or that agents had been ap-
paiati d ta seil the property. I retumed to Ilbnois, and
SSM rt y att. r made a visit to this city. I arrived here
on't- la day i f ,Inl v, and coiled on the War Depart¬
ment, at the Secretary s otlice but I happened bebe
ti o lau for Lie reception. He was either not in. or the I
time bad paeeed for kiaa to receive visitors. Tbe nett
da». tie .Id day of July-I went to tbe War D-put-
n.' nt and sect in my card. The Secretary waa not in
.da iBCOi I am tot t*;rta:u whether U wee the urtt

day I Mlmt teen rwtf*ar«*»nd I are it tat a H»e Ch *.
Clerk a t ffice, and toU Us Coief Cltrx ^a* nay h**.i
tiff**" was to iee,ure in rotnnoee »© fJ- aale &f the p ref>-
trty St Vert Soeltirir tic tola or* it bad bc^i e»ld. I
thought b« was rr:«t*k*B. I t»id Btm I knew tSat
some property at IVa:rie do Chi*« bad bc*»i e«:'f. I
tad been infrrmed that Mr. Kir* had b*.-a apfavi
agt at to SSJsl t, ard that be had made tb« »e.e and I
m Ire office real'y believing tha» IWCI k f( lark waa
n fror, fcr I c trio barclv bei . >- taat tha Kot >o«-rt-
mg property m M'ncetota I ad t>e*-b sold trkls l won

the r». 1 retorted to my mom, la Willares Hotel, asd
addtrseed SStether latter to tl e Secretary mi War, assi
his I-tter of tre tltt was in tensly to tkat latter Tail
mm rather owkwa.d rental M the principal fart, ia

left the ma'.ter, so tar a- I am acquainted w\tk
1

< '.«»». oe 10 »'v the CSsi-tnar). In yoer fir** view.

tO the TtnitOVJ ir Ifttt, what wsstle character of tea
Biaavfnal n yos Mio of tbe meorvatica at ftit
Mie ;.tg
Arsaer. > no -* '-din/ever it.

Q««tioa Sil (byIke Mains***). Whea was toe
'.sat tinre >ou arere in the Terttti rj
AneWOI I >i' left thrr* in (Mobsr. I waa als»

ihenieJeae. I was trere again in August. 1 roe«aed
tke I . t rit r \ hat, after the passage of th » art under
wb » h Ike MM was tulksjsjnei, some time in Aprl If
it a a n alter ot e ^-t.juecre t*> know the precise del**,
1 t:. rk 1 have -i nti'luerri"-atda at home from w*iif»h
1 ri aal furo'.-h them. 1 wish to stats to tri* (' tuit.t-
.> " list 1 l av a never fait bbj elf, la this mattat, ia tko
g; t of a pn-eecutor, or eveo t>t prer-ccg the matter

sty further than 1 felt it my duty as B ci tree, fron
my km w'«iige f that ngnM mi sBO country a duty
which I felt that every gettlemaa would owe t<» his
country, to I is party, IM to gentlemen of tbe ¦»».

pttty "who were cl'atged with wrong, or who wen

ptoe.d to be tmp.it ated in wrong. I neve' all)tn»d
myselftebarker tko feeing as to wbr toer A, H, or ti
ad doMurnng. I ctoted in tbe ttmmm t.iat, ia my
p.t ieti.it wo« a great overatght m an ling tüeprop-
My. I have statt d to the (M.inftee tlat It wa« a

vet) unfortunate aa>: and it is pretty hard for a inaa
wt.o n< Is that I e baa a knowledge of the valae of Uta
props tty to account f > the mat.r¦ i f sale, or to ao-

. cunt f< r the fact that intelligent gentlemen should
have -old the ptopeity foi the price wh.< h they did, ia
the ti aniei wirch they did.

KswMlBWta I rj Mr, ftidaafi«
(Jrettiri 51*2, Itttyooroptoswtbattke 8>v-etar/

o: \\ ir rxftl i.- i t touad Mai proper taw retioo, under
ifceaetol Coagrcat, tn daddtagm make rale of tkat
etetratii u '

Anwer. I covldDOttin a latisf.nto-y answer to
In inquin wHboet akttla * iplanat tn. 1 tbnkthav
e>err. Btlgkt 1 ave bt en re h ad te a thousaud a* no
wnl . nt any detiuawut whatever to the Government.
but I n ii?t say 1 thtak it i \tren ely injudicious to bare
sold t! e inprovements, the fort, and rtirfii lent groans)
ai' ..t d it tor a military depot.

QaWStioB -illt. Con yen ftate to the Comrrittee what
was tts auaatity ol laid euibrate i ,u tne entire ree-
«rvatioa
Answer. I will state to the Committee that I tava

MTerbadant porpose, ecr kave I had any object, t<»

inTrstlgatoor inqnin -pe> iri« aily into the amount of
arcane, oi anything connected vitk H| «nd ever nacm

1 1 a\e lelt that it »m my only to burg the subject
befen r ^-i *<. I have tu t tinned to the lighter left.
I have (01 r ti 'id a ie, n< l ave 1 travelej cut of
my tracks te bate Bnytkingti reaVnaee tn It, I feh
that 1 wi old here d -< barged my duty an a citir.en by
-in p'v 1 ti-g:it^ the inaltPt betöre Coügreat, and stat*
leg want I anew, Had I regarded myaalf ia tko lhjM
.it apn eentor, I would kawe taken an oatoely dnfss>
tat cenrao tYcm what 1 have taken in the matter, aui
uyteaiimoB] acd at] nmiarhs most tket< fore, as a
ino'tr ef ci 11 e, ,. 4, ueial iu Um ir i haracter. My
npiiiot's upon Bnytking I have s(<-n or known, I ess
uever afraid to give Inaklwaad fully. Now, ij an-
swti t<> the ijceetion, 1 -ay again, that I think a por-
.i. oof the it ->eive mig! t have In en >eld v» ithuat dotri-
iii. ol to tbe pttb en re, and that the Set raieVJ of
War ii igbt, .ii the v re ie of a sound dts» reti m, bavo
.old all except perbape a tkoennd own a. -und the
t>ai it gl at the point.
ÜU< et i. n .'I I. low hat v aluuhie purpose could that

tbousaad »¦ rca bl.1 the buildings have been tut Bed by
the G> vt rr no ti» I

Ai iwer, i think the posttiee of feet Sn.dliog, baing
at the head of large et< ariiboat navigation on tlie Mm
littippi Biel r, ana betnc < ne of the most healthy and
beautiful tltee in the Noitb-West, the ext« nded re-

gicM np tko Minaweota end up the Mississippi to thai
bikes aid to the Kcd Kiver of the Noitb, will alwayt
ntqnin n ntlUtaiy deptt at that point for storiog sup¬
plies tor Uoops and quartering trorq s. |f the Govero-
tn, iit wants qtsnrttia tor its foicesa porlionot the year,
there s ptobebly no point in Aaaenee sU]»etior tothis.
Dotation d >. My former inquiry extended to tbo

entne re.-eivati< u as originally ret apart. Have yon
tB] knowledge of the quantity of land contained ia it
h< i. re it «as reduced by at t of Congiess some ycare
Aoswer. I COnld not tollyoe. That is a matter that

can be dttem in» d by n C reaee to the records ol tao
T^LU OflcO. I am not a snivcyor, ajeg huvu I, as 1
remarked, u v rJ |jat< l | iniijeet with a view of
telling anything that I had not Lamed in th'j ordinary
pit ce s t* my hu-in. -1, acd my vi'ite to MtoneSitl. r

Would have no difficulty tn being able to g /a an

i Inii n as to what was the policy < f the Gov.: union',
without being able to gin the lumber of .a< .... t.jc«o
w. ie in tbe re iei \ «i

t|watiee Do yontkank the kwMitanaeef the
reserve at that p.'ai e, as a military depot, w.»ui I at
uil justify the eipoBM of ke« piug it up for that per-

AssVWCr. I l ave no tlWfsjjffnoi :t. I to.nk it is a
matter ol nnsncial poliey to keep up tbe ;daco. indo-
ptr.de nt cf the pub. ivu l| I it can indi pendeat of
Hi being [ndiepetaaeble at a reterve for a military
depot.
tjention 517. I wonld ike to know vour views ae

to ti e pre cue pinjiose for which it should lie used as a

military depot
AIBwer. I stated that it is, in my opiuton, important

to keep it up ae a depot tor military -totes, and ate

p'm e tor quartering troofo that ate not wan'od for
iamidials nrviee t' i that va-t north west region. It
n 11ti u IBdatu e that I give un opinion upon a mili-

tai v matter, becau.-e thvre are older and wuwir beada
thsu mine; but 1 have an opinion on tbe subject, and
1 am as rJru K fixed in that opinion as Gen. Scott or

»ny Uber military tflher could be. I may be all
Wrong, but (bat Many opinion neveilbeless.

. Ou st .ii US, 1 umlerstand from your statement that
you itnteii.plated becoming a bidder, in who'eoria
pail, for this property, which was soli inj Juue, l>W.
Did vi u asaaaiae the property with a view of our-
has ng it'
t\i I would refer to the statament already

jgada in p y iit^e uanaiive for an-werto the quettion,
Qaeatioe 519. I*."4 """ ".*«**. *aamiaaii0am«fune

tor the purpore of purchaetng thepro|rerty in who'e or
,ii pait r
Answer. Since Isl^I had been from one to four
.i.-a year in that ngietV i hod, from tbe fact of

ii y Uvbtg in tte Weet, and having rather s maaia for
Isi.d, rxamir.ed that reservation always whan I wan
up the re. I know the e .uiitiy there almo-t as well ae
I lid fr> rn my dwellinf^lioan U) the post-cllice in my
t' wn. When I wrot« t he Se< retary of War, I wrote
alter bnviegsMtanfy rtaeetcd on the subject, and 1
.ay theio w!at I btbovo, I wi u:d have been wtlilng
to ave .i i <. to Ike ext. ut of the money I touli laiao
in buying that property at the price which I stated in
uiy letter. I woe d have sold property at « ash pricee.

tp| ;a 1 bj d nt'-ri eted prrsons, to have raised
the mvary to have porebee ad the property at four
t ii - the rate n| which It was soicl. tnat is, at four
t n at i\ I ; er acre, foi which I have been infoniavd it
Bold KW f will-ay to the Ccmmittee that I do not
ri OT to-day the price the property was m.ld in. 1
know ahm i have- heard, but I diu net t«ei uka ad-

ti tga lct'» r to the S f retary of War after I bad
informed bimlhat, it no one elire did, I should bitag
tl . moilsi beton I oegr» re.

'¦ Fhe propettv sold foifeii,. .,. |>,, you
ii - an that you would have betu wiling to have pent
lour tiniei ti at anottat
Al iwer, lie,,, ,s;r 1 would have gone to the " ago

tent of my pile," to use a \\ -stem phrase, to have
j urcha-ea it at four tunes tM,f)av, V it it not travel-
tag it Of the lers rd I w.il say to the Coininiiteo, oe

ly as 1 aver made a remaik in my life, that t
think I could have sold that property last Spring, if,
w» en the set parsed last March, I had been C/uuuisV-
a < ced, WHB one or two other good, discreet, aenaibto
d en we a uld have cut up the property, and sold it
r r half a rtJQioB do.lara, makirg toe last pay meat
a it hin the time I am informed the last payment It te
b. made by the present purchaeert; for I have under-
s'tod that the contract was to pay one-thud down,
at third in o-ie year, and one third iu two years.
Q (ttbn 521 Do yoe u ean tha* you would havo

K I tl e prone rty at ptjMfc saie at that pric« |
Ab«wer. [wonld neve laid it out in lote, and have

aol 1 n t»n acre lots, in acre lou, or in quarter aero
ot .prceftcly bb tne gcBtlrnan arke kavo purekaaatj

itetd I t e to i

(jncat'oa Wv. Wen'd yoa th a have »,,d it at pn-
V ll >. tali
AMBi r. Ho. ir; at public sale.
ij ntaM I'" >"'- knr,w any m fatve(i ,n tko

history ti tan Govanasoat, when puoi.i lands waten
have b< > n -old at public aiictü n have commaaded mm

tsgb ptktl M tke Fort arailiog reservation lin-ugbtf
It f/e**. My BDeaer Wou.d not. perb tps, bo U*t>-

tn. y. lot uld tel, von what I have been mtoiuudby
a c Vit I.. -'" '1 ¦ ihuil tfticer.

Afr. FmmUtm We do net wnn b -arsav s'^tattM-ite.
AaaWtr. Thru I WOt id refer to the sale at Bert

D ¦ IB, 1 iwittiieie bed mu instance of a sa.a

bypullic ball ia Wtititg, ci a reativatioa, fat law
bieiei Mien than thai oas brought,
ytieefoi. I. Isk netntutj i0 tke W'.au.a caia-

try, whtu -a es of the pt:l kt laa-i« take pier* by pu*i
|kj sal*, fot oon.otuai.yoa tv do formed Cm ut pu poeo


